
Open Space and Land Acquisition Committee 

Thursday, February 22nd, 2018 Regular Meeting 4:00 PM 

       John Weichsel Municipal Center- Technology Training Room- 196 No. Main St.    

                                                  Southington  

Minutes 

 

 

Members Present: All members were present with the exception of Mr. Riccio and Mr. 

Barry. Also in attendance were Robert Phillips, Director of Planning and Community 

Development and David Lavallee, Assistant Town Planner/Environmental Land Use 

Planner. *Mr. Pocock excused himself at 4:30; a quorum was kept. 

 

Chair Miceli called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM 

 

The first item on the agenda was approval of the Special Meeting Minutes of 1/25/18; the 

minutes were approved upon a motion by Mr. Pocock, second by Mr. Borowy with all in 

favor. 

 

Chair Miceli started the discussion item of a 2018 Open Space Referendum. Miss Miceli 

indicated that it is essential to have enough money in the Committee’s coffers to be able 

to pursue potential acquisitions in an expedient manner. The consensus was that the 

language for the referendum should state that it is for “The Purchase of Open Space” and 

should be in the amount of $2 million. A discussion was had regarding development 

rights and at what point in time funding for such a mechanism would be appropriate. A 

motion to put forth the referendum as stated was made by Mr. Pocock, seconded by Mr. 

Berkmoes, and approved with all in favor. Chair Miceli will work on promoting the 

referendum.  

 

The next discussion item was for an Earth Day event at the Novick Open Space on April 

22
nd

. The intent is to mark out existing trails with colored plastic tags and make sure that 

trails are in good shape. Mr. Lavallee will walk the site with Mr. Guarino from the Land 

Trust as well as Al Fiorillo, Trust President to assess the scope of work needed.  

 

Next was an item regarding the town’s historic open space parcels as described in a 

report by Building Conservation Associates from whom we requested the inventory as 

part of a grant. PZC member Jen Clock worked with Rob Phillips on providing some 

background information for the report. The project included conducting a historic 

property inventory to update and supplement the 1986 study. This time around, the report 

expanded into historic farms and associated open space holdings. The IT department has 

added a paragraph to the property descriptions on our Open Space website. Historically 

significant properties have a blue tab and offer historical reference below the description. 

Miss Miceli wanted to highlight these areas illustrated in the report by holding a tour at 

some point for residents to partake in. The Committee agreed that the event should take 

place during the Apple Harvest Festival to garner the highest interest and participation. 

Two vans/buses that hold 16 people each should be available for the tour. Mr. Pockock 



offered to drive one of the vehicles. Chair Miceli will promote the event in the following 

months.  

 

 

*The designation of 651 Berlin Street as an Open Space holding was next; this item 

concerns an existing 5 acre parcel already owned by the town but not on the Open Space 

list. The Historic Resources Inventory noted that this parcel was significant as it was part 

of the Captain Samuel S. Woodruff farm dating to the mid-1800’s. All members were in 

agreement that the item should go before Council for approval as an additional holding 

due to its cultural/historic gestalt. A motion to do so was made by Mr. Chaplinsky, 

seconded by Mr. Borowy with all in favor.  

 

Chair Miceli had two more items to update the Committee on; Southington Magazine 

will be running a feature story on the Open Space Committee in a few weeks. Miss 

Miceli contributed an overview of the Committee’s charge and relevant pictures. Also, 

Chair Miceli had previously reached out to community/civic organizations seeking 

funding for various aspects of open space preservation/promotion. The Main Street 

Foundation indicated that a $1,500- $2,000 grant may be available for such purposes. 

Miss Miceli thought that a pollinator garden should be established on one of our open 

spaces. Miss Miceli reached out to Mr. Lavallee whom indicated that both the 

Brown/Lewis and Novick parcels would be good candidates given their proximity to 

faming uses and that $1,500 would cover the project. Mr. Chapinsky thought it would be 

helpful to perhaps have a “walk through” garden to immerse visitors into the feature. The 

Committee agreed that the Novick site would be best. Miss Miceli will draft a letter of 

intent and fill out the grant. If successful, the town can register the garden as part of the 

“Million Pollinator Garden Challenge”.  

 

The final item was an Executive Session to discuss real estate matters; a motion to 

convene was made by Mr. Borowy, second by Mr. Berkmoes with all in favor at 4:55 pm.  

 

Executive Session adjourned at 5:10 pm whereupon the regular portion of the meeting 

continued.  

 

Motion to adjourn the meeting was made by Mr. Berkmoes, second by Mr. Borowy with 

all in favor at 5:11 pm.  

 

 

 


